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CSAP Research

The CSAP research team has recently published a preliminary report on research on the mathe-
matics and language achievement of students who entered college in Fall 2011. This report,
which is available for viewing on the CSAP web site, contains preliminary data and should not be
cited at this time. Further analyses of this research will be included in the CSAP Final Report of
Cycle 1 to be published in early 2014. The primary purpose of the preliminary report is to stimu-
late discussion at the CSAP Provincial Forum which takes place on October 25", 2013 in Toronto.
The December issue of CSAP News will include a report on that Forum.

CSAP New Projects

During 2012-2013 the CSAP team completed a feasibility study into the development of a com-
mon mathematics assessment system for incoming college students, and common learning out-
comes/curriculum for introductory mathematics courses. Following this study (the report of
which is now available on the CSAP web site), the team has been given the go-ahead both by
the colleges and by the Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities to undertake two devel-
opment projects, the Assessment Development Project (ADP) and the Learning Outcomes De-
velopment Project (LODP). The two projects will have the potential to impact both the colleges
and the secondary schools, as they will result in a common mathematics assessment being used
for all incoming students (in those programs where mathematics is an important foundation
subject) and a common set of learning outcomes for a range of introductory mathematics
courses.

Assessment Development Project

This project is in many ways the most radical development affecting the transition of students
from secondary to postsecondary education in Ontario. The project will develop a computer-
based mathematics assessment that will test the basic numeracy skills of students. The unique
feature of the assessment system will be that it can be used in two distinct ways. In its formal
use, it can be used by colleges to assess students who have been admitted to college to identify
those who need additional support in mathematics. But the system can also be used in an infor-
mal way by students themselves, at any stage, prior to applying to college even, to identify their
strengths and weaknesses in numeracy, and to obtain on-line remedial help as well. We believe
that this system can not only streamline the colleges’ use of assessment but assist students to
prepare themselves better for success in college. The system will also enable secondary school
mathematics teachers to help their students to be better prepared for college mathematics.

Disclaimer: Views or opinions presented in this newsletter are solely those of the CSAP project team.
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In spring of 2012 the College Mathematics Project team published the results of research into stu-
dent achievement in first semester college mathematics for students entering college in fall of
2010. In addition to the research on achievement, the team examined first semester course out-
lines from colleges and identified significant commonalities in mathematics courses. Based on these
findings and at the request of the Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities, the College Stu-
dent Achievement Project (CSAP) team conducted a feasibility study into the development of a
common learning outcomes and common curricula for first year mathematics courses for business
and technology foundation and diploma programs. The results of this consultation recommended
development of the common learning outcomes in technology foundation programs and business
foundation and diploma programs, but not the development of common learning outcomes for
technology diploma programs, or the development of common curricula2.

This work will proceed in cooperation with the college system, beginning in September 2013 with

Learning Outcomes Development Project

completion scheduled for December 2014. The work of this project and that of the Assessment
Development Project will be informed by an Advisory Committee comprised of mathematics facul-
ty, college administrators, government representatives and other experts.

First the Learning Outcomes Development Project (LODP) team will update the course outline anal-
ysis framework that was used for the CMP2011 analysis. All colleges will be asked to provide cur-
rent course outlines, addenda and samples of assessments for first semester technology founda-
tions and first semester business foundations mathematics courses and first semester business di-
ploma level mathematics courses in order to analyse existing learning outcomes, learning objec-
tives and assessments. Next, the LODP team will identify learning outcome topic areas, including
mapping back to individual college course learning outcomes and objectives. Draft common learn-
ing outcomes will be developed for validation by stakeholder groups, including Heads of Interdisci-
plinary Studies, Ontario College Mathematics Council, Heads of Technology, Heads of Business and
the colleges in late spring 2014. It is anticipated that the feedback and validation process will be
completed by September 2014. Release of the final outcomes is anticipated to be completed by
December 2014.

Preparing for College English (& French):

CSAP Gap Analysis Project

The final report of the College Mathematics Project contained an analysis of first semester college
mathematics courses and their relationship with the mathematics curriculum in grades 1-12. The
CSAP Gap Analysis Project extends this line of research to include Language (English and French)
courses and a report of this work will be published soon. In the report’s first section, using four
colleges as exemplars for each, we look at how language is taught in two different programs,
through discrete courses and courses in which language outcomes are embedded. Our analysis of
the programs demonstrates the pervasiveness of language throughout the curriculum, the im-
portance of first semester communication courses in providing the foundational skills upon which
all other courses rely, and thus, the need for well-developed language skills to be successful in all

college programs.
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We next provide an analysis of first semester communication courses. Although these courses use different
approaches, have different descriptions, and are based on different textbooks, reading material and assess-
ments, we found many more similarities than differences within their reading, writing, speaking and infor-
mation literacy goals.

In the final section, we compare the main topics in regular Semester One communication courses to the
learning outcomes of the English and French secondary school curriculum for Grades 8 — 12 to determine how
the skills developed in secondary school compare to those expected by colleges of their incoming students
and needed for success in communication, and, in fact, in all college courses. This analysis looks specifically at
the impact of the secondary school courses linked to postsecondary destination in terms of how well they
provide students with the skills, attitudes and abilities needed for success in college.

The report raises a number of questions. It is our hope that colleges and schools - Ministries, administrators
and teachers - will come together to discuss them and arrive at actions that will best benefit our students.

To join the CSAP mailing list and receive regular email updates about the project, send
us an email at csap@senecacollege.ca.

Phone: 416-491-5050 ext. 77848
E-mail: csap@senecacollege.ca

8 The Seneca Way . .
Se n e ca Markham, Ontario. L3R 5Y1 Website: http:/csap.senecacollege.ca

Disclaimer: Views or opinions presented in this newsletter are solely those of the CSAP project team.

Images used in the CSAP Banner are in compliance with the Creative Commons licensing agreement through Flickr.

For full citation please visit our website.

PAGE 3


mailto:csap@senecacollege.ca�
mailto:csap@senecacollege.ca�
http://csap.senecacollege.ca�

	Seneca College

	OCTOBER 2013

	VOLUME 2, ISSUE 3

	Page #

	Page #



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



